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Mission 
HighTechHigh-Los Angeles (HTH-LA) is a diverse community of active learners dedicated to fusing the 

traditional academic subjects with real-world, technical applications and problem solving skills.  Students 
are productive, self-directed learners, engaged in rigorous, relevant work.  HTH-LA prepares students to be motivated, 
influential leaders committed to the challenge of connecting our community to the larger society. 

Development 
HTH-LA was conceived as a model school for the 21st century by education entrepreneur Roberta Weintraub in 

partnership with the Los Angeles Unified School District, a growing group of leading high-tech firms and nonprofit 
foundations.  A replication site of High Tech High in San Diego, HTH-LA became the nation’s first charter school on the 
campus of a public school – Birmingham High – and opened the 2002-2003 school year in temporary quarters.  The 
current state of the art facility opened to students in time for the 2004-2005 school year. This year HTH-LA is home to 
301 students in grades 9-12.  This year, we will graduate 31 seniors. 

Innovative features include performance-based assessment, daily shared planning and meeting time 
for staff, state of the art technical facilities for project based learning, internships and connections to the 
community.  Accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges, graduated its first class in June of 2006.  
This year we have been nominated as a California Distinguished High School. 
 

Students and Faculty 
Our students represent the full socio-economic and cultural diversity of Los Angeles. HTH-LA is a Title I school.  

Criteria for admission include California residence, graduation from the 8th grade, and a demonstrated interest in 
attending the school.  If there are more applicants than available spaces for a freshman class, students are chosen for 
admission via lottery.  

The HTH-LA faculty, 16 in all, consists of a mix of experienced teachers and newly trained teachers.  Each faculty 
member serves as an advisor to 20 students.  Students interact with their advisor throughout each year of the 
program on a range of issues, including personal expression, support, college and career preparation and technology. 
Teachers work in interdisciplinary teams responsible for academic progress of the 40-80 students in their group.  
Student learning is enhanced by individual and group projects.  Students frequently exhibit and present their work 
to their peers, faculty and members of the community.   
 
Core and Cutting Edge Curriculum 

HTH-LA is a small learning community in which teachers effectively incorporate technology into the classroom, 
gearing their expertise to individual learning styles and making HTH-LA a model school for demonstrating “best practices” 
in secondary education.  All students receive the college–bound curriculum to meet the A-G requirements for 
entrance into the University of California.  With a deep commitment to impact the job readiness of students, HTH-
LA is ambitious in the exploration of STEM studies (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math). 

Advanced Courses 
The highest course level available to students is honors level courses.  The honors courses are rigorous 

and should be viewed as college-level study. AP courses are not offered however, the computer program used to 
generate our transcripts will reflect differently. In those cases where AP is indicated, students are all 
taking honors advanced classes.   

HTH-LA customizes its courses to individual students.  Teachers work to challenge students to their highest 
abilities.  Junior and Senior students have the option in many courses to take honors credit. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Grading 
 

HTH-LA students receive a letter grade for each 
completed class, converted to a 4-point scale. 

We DO NOT rank students. 

Grade Description Regular Honors 

A Excellent    4 pts.   5 pts. 

B Above Average   3 pts.    4 pts. 

C Satisfactory     2 pts.   3 pts. 

D Unsatisfactory   1 pts.   2 pts. 

F Failing    0 pts.   0 pts. 

 
 

Graduation Requirements  
4 Years of Social Studies 

• Geography 
• World History A/B  
• US History A/B (Honors available) 
• Government/Economics  

  
4 Years of English 

• English 9 A/B  
• English 10 A/B  
• American Literature/Contemporary 

Composition (Honors available) 
• Expository Composition/English 

Elective (Honors Available) 
  
4 Years of College Prep Math 

• Integrated Math I, II and III 
• Statistics or AP Calculus 

 
 4 Years of College Prep Science 

• Physics A/B 
• Chemistry A/B (Honors available) 
• Biology A/B (Honors available) 
• Environmental Science or           

AP Physics A/B  
 
1 Year Visual or Performing Art 
2 Years Spanish 
1 Semester Internship (in Jr. or Sr. year) 
Computer Literacy 
Physical Education 
Pass the California High School Exit 
Exam (CAHSEE) 

HighTechHigh-Los Angeles 
Students: 

Total Enrollment: 300, grades 9-12 

Female 102 / Male 198 

Other 47.2% / Caucasian  52.8%  

Grade  Students  

9th  - 112 

10th - 75 

11th  - 82 

12th - 31 
 

Project-Based Learning 
An essential component of the HTH-LA program is project-based learning, in which students utilize a variety of 
technological tools to approach academic subjects. Projects require students to apply skills in situations that mirror 
professional environments.  Continuous learning is facilitated through the students’ ability to connect with teachers and 
peers outside of the classroom since collaborative projects can be continued via the Internet. 

Students are required to present their work regularly to peers and professionals.  Using industry-standard 
technological tools, students express their learning and progress in presentations. 
 

F.I.R.S.T. Robotics, Solar Powered Car Project 
Our F.I.R.S.T robotics team teaches students the design and construction of robots requires teamwork and intellectual 
problem-solving skills.  Robotic competitions build motivation and camaraderie.  Students also participate in creating 
business plans and publicity for the team. The Renewable Energy Commuter Car, or RECC, project involves a team of 
students designing and building a solar-powered car to meets the State of California Neighborhood Electric Vehicle (NEV) 
standards.  Students learn all aspects of car design to complete this project. 
 

Academic Internships 
Through relationships with business partners, students benefit from internships and gain valuable professional feedback 
working and learning on-site at businesses, schools, nonprofit organizations and professional associations.  Each HTH-
LA student must complete at least one internship during the junior and/or senior class years.  Developing 
relationships with companies is key to ensuring students graduate with the skills necessary to be successful after high 
school. HTH-LA has developed academic internships with 25 local businesses and organizations including:  
 
Chef Merito Inc. • Cooper Beavers, Inc. • Economic Alliance of the San Fernando Valley • Encino-Tarzana Medical Center • Epax 
Systems, Inc. • Field Dynamics • Hand in Hand Family & Child Development • Mid Valley Chamber of Commerce • Mike’s Roofing 
Service Co., Inc. • North Valley Chamber of Commerce • Office of Congressman Sherman • Office of Councilman Zine • ONE 
Generation • Pash & Pash International • Precision Dynamics Corp. • Prompt Machine Products • Roberts Tool Co. Inc. • Sawing 
Services Co. • SEC Civil Engineers, Inc. • Sounthland Regional Assoc. of Realtors • VEDC • VICA • Volunteer Center of Los Angeles •  
Wells Fargo Bank • Wheatman Insurance Services LLC 

Courses Offered 
 

English: Advance Composition, American Literature Composition,          

  H American Literature Composition, Contemporary   

  Composition, H Contemporary Composition, English 10AB,  

  English 9 AB, Humanities AB, Modern Literature 

 

History/Social Studies: Principles of American Democracy, H  

  Principles of American Democracy, US History 20th Century 

AB 

 

Mathematics:  

 

Lab Science:  

 

Foreign Language:  

 

Visual Arts:  

 

College Prep Electives:  

 

Additional Electives:  

Courses Offered 
 

English: Advanced Composition, Honors Advanced   
Composition, American Literature Composition, 
Honors American Literature Composition, 
Contemporary Composition, Honors Contemporary 
Composition, English 10A/B, English 9 A/B  

 

History/Social Studies: Principles of American  
Democracy, Honors Principles of American  
Democracy, US History 20th Century A/B,  
Honors US History 20th Century A/B, World  
History, Culture, & Geography: Modern  
World AB, Geography A/B 
 

Mathematics: Integrated Mathematics I,II, III, 
Statistics and Probability A/B, *AP Calculus A/B, AP 
Calculus B/C    
 

Lab Science: Advanced Biology A/B, Honors 
Advanced Biology A/B, Chemistry A/B, Honors 
Chemistry AB, Physics A/B (9th grade), *AP Physics 
A/B (12th grade) 
 

Foreign Language: Spanish 1 A/B, Spanish 2 A/B  
 

Visual Arts: Drama A/B, Photography 1 A/B, 
Photography 2 A/B, Advanced Acting A/B  
 

Electives: Economics, Honors Economics, 
Introduction to Psychology, Journalism 1 A/B, 
Journalism 2 A/B, Philosophy A/B, Science Technology 
& Research 2A/B, Environmental Studies A/B, 
Constitutional Law A/B, International Relations, Film: 
The Integrated Art, Project Physics (solar car) 
 
 

* AP courses are not offered however, the computer 
program used to generate our transcripts will reflect 
differently. In those cases where AP is indicated, students 
are all taking honors advanced classes.   
 


